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Common Methodology: Ode to Joy 

 

Subject: the shared local, national and regional values expressed by the European anthem 
 

Target audience: primary school students 
 

Course duration: 3 x 90- to 120-minute-sessions + final event (‘Decoding Europe’ evening)  
 

Equipment: teaching easel or board, board markers, equipment for playing and recording 

music, recording studio 

 

General aims:  

• Teach students about the workings, values and symbols of the European Union 

(EU) 

• Develop students’ awareness of belonging to the EU and possessing European 

citizenship 

• Demonstrate the day-to-day impact of the EU on its Member States 

• Develop creativity 

• Improve cooperation between students through group work 

• Improve writing skills 

• Develop students’ self-confidence and public speaking skills 
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Part 1: Course Structure and Methodology 

 

Introduction 

      

This document is the fruit of cooperation between five partner organisations in France, 

Croatia, Greece, Poland and Italy, all active in the R-EU CONNECTED project. The partner 

organisations are represented by teachers, instructors and formal/informal education experts.  

 

Children and young people frequently have an inaccurate vision of the European Union, 

which they tend to perceive as an abstract entity undertaking obscure work. Frequently they 

are unaware of the impact of the European Union on their day-to day lives. We therefore 

considered it essential to design a course to increase their knowledge of the European Union. 

 

This document provides advice, teaching methods, exercises, and other ideas for classroom 

activities. The course requires students to work in groups so as to learn to express their 

opinions effectively and successfully cooperate with their classmates in order to write the 

words to a song on European values. 

 

Students will be encouraged to be inventive, creative and rigorous in writing their own 

version of the European anthem (Ode to Joy). The creative work will be inspired by European 

values, the history of the European Union, and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. 

 

On completion of the course students will have the opportunity to record their version of the 

Ode to Joy and to participate in a ‘Decoding Europe’ debate night. The debate night will be 

attended by experts on European issues, who will take questions from the audience. 

 

The course is divided into three modules: 

 

1- Presentation of the history, symbols and values of the European Union, accompanied 

by games and fairy tales. Students listen to the European anthem. 

2- Writing workshop: students rewrite the text of the European anthem Ode to Joy in 

their own words. 

3- Performance: the students perform and record their version of the European anthem. 

The course concludes with an evaluation session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 1: Presentation of the history, symbols and values 

of the European Union 
 

 

Duration: 90-120 minutes  

 

Learning outcomes: 

 

• Understand shared European social values and their influence on day-to-day life 

• Understand the fundamental EU values underlying the European community at the 

local, national and international levels 

• Be familiar with the European anthem (Ode to Joy) 

• Know the difference between values and rules  

 

Ask the students to determine some shared values and to establish rules for the upcoming 

workshop: code of behaviour, what is allowed, what is not allowed etc. The rules should be 

based on the values they have chosen. The values and rules are then written on the board so as 

to be visible throughout the workshop; they may also be kept for use throughout the course. 

 

Documents: 

- Student Booklet 1  

- Common Methodology 

Please note: some of the activities in this programme have been adapted to different age 

groups. You should use the activities appropriate to the age of your students. 

 

Activity 1: Introduction to the European Union and Ode to Joy 

 

Duration: 60-90 minutes 

 

Equipment: board, board markers, cards, paper, pencils 

 

o For 7-9-year-olds 

 

- Map of the world  

 

You will need to prepare a large map in advance. Present the map to the students. Ask them to 

locate each of the world’s continents: Antarctica, North and South America, Australia, Asia, 

Africa and Europe. 

 



You can also ask them to point out the borders of Europe and of the European Union. This 

will help them grasp the difference between Europe as a continent and the European Union as 

an organisation. 

 

- Map of Europe  

 

Once you have named the continents, you and your students can have fun locating the 

European Union’s Member States on a map of the continent. The exercise will improve 

students’ knowledge of the different EU countries and their capitals. 

 

This is a good opportunity to ask your students if they have a different nationality, foreign 

origins or family members living abroad. The students can discuss their experiences abroad 

and the different lifestyles and cultures they have encountered. 

 

If you have time, you can also ask the students to guess the countries’ flags and to draw them 

so as to help them remember where the various countries are located. You might consider 

displaying the flags in the hall or corridor outside the classroom. 

 

You can then, for example, have the students gather in one place; each time you say the name 

of a country, the students must run to the correct flag as quickly as possible. 

 

 

o For 10-14-year-olds 

 

- Word searches 

 

 
 



Corrections : 

1. The world’s second smallest continent 

2. The animal that kidnapped Europa 

3. The month in which Europe Day is celebrated  

4. European integration began after the….……… World War. 

5. The name of one of the earliest promoters of European unity  

6. A celebratory song symbolising unity 

7. The composer of the European anthem 

8. The emotion described by Frederick von Schiller’s poem, which later provided the 

words for the European anthem 

9. The first word of the European Union’s motto 

10. The European Court of………………… 

11. There are 12……… on the EU flag. 

12. The members of the European…………… are directly elected by the EU’s citizens. 

13. European citizenship was established by the Treaty of…………, which was signed in 

2009. 

14. The currency used by most European Union countries 

 

 

- What are the values on which the EU’s rules are based? 

Human rights 

All human beings possess universal, unalienable rights that are independent of their country’s 

legal system and of local customs linked to ethnicity, nationality or religion. 

Human dignity  

No one is to be treated as an object or as a means to an end. Each person is an intrinsic entity. 

Freedom 

The right and the power to act without constraint 

Democracy  

A form of government in which the people are sovereign.  

Equality 

There must be no discrimination between people. Everyone has equal rights.  



The rule of law  

An institutional system in which the public authorities are subject to the law and the law must 

be respected by everyone. 

Instructions for the activity 

 

Organise a debate to determine which values your students consider most important. 

 

Activity 2: Values and rules: how can we live together peacefully? 

 

o For 7-9-year-olds 

 

Subject: how are your favourite stories connected to Europe? 

 

Duration: 60-90 minutes 

 

Equipment: toys, puppets 

 

1. Is your country located in the European Union? Do you know people from other 

European countries? 

 

In this exercise you and your students will discuss the day-to-day impact of the European 

Union on your country. First, ask the students whether their country is a member of the 

European Union. Can they name other EU members? You might also ask them to point out 

different European countries on a map. 

 

Explain that all citizens of EU Member States are also EU citizens. This means that they can 

travel freely in other EU countries without a passport. They can also work, study and set up 

their own business in any EU country. Moreover, companies can produce, buy and sell their 

products in different European countries without paying any additional fees. They can also 

make and transfer money from a bank account in one EU country to a bank account in another 

EU country. 

 

If EU citizens live in another country, they have the right to participate in local elections just 

like the citizens of that country. However, they cannot vote in the country’s presidential and 

legislative elections. 

 

Ask the students if they feel like European citizens. If there are non-European students in the 

class, ask them to tell the others about their and their families’ experience of coming to 

live in Europe. 

 

Draw the students’ attention to the European grants that have helped build or renovate various 

buildings in your town, local area or region. 

 

Emphasise relevant EU policy areas: the environment, public health, consumer protection, 

scientific research, and so on. 



2. What do European tales and legends tell us? And other children’s books? 

 

Prior to the lesson, make a list of tales originating in different European countries along with 

their historical periods and a summary of each. 

 

Ask your students which stories they know. Suggest they briefly present each story to the 

class. Note on the board which stories have been discussed so you can add the other stories 

afterwards. 

 

Here are some examples:  

 

- The Three Little Pigs (German folktale) 

- Cinderella (French folktale) 

- Mr Twardowski (Polish folktale) 

- Jack and the Beanstalk (English folktale) 

- The Princess and the Pea (Danish folktale) 

- Pinocchio (Italian folktale) 

 

Point out that each of these folktales contains good and bad characters. Give examples. Ask 

your students how the good characters overcome obstacles to achieve their goals. Explain that 

the heroes are usually brave and kind but that they require the help and of others in order to 

achieve their goals. 

 

The students can also be asked to give examples from cartoons and films illustrating the 

following themes: 

      

- Community and connections: for example, Tales from Moomin Valley, Harry Potter 

- Diversity: for example, Shrek, Pippi Longstocking 

- Equality: for example, Cinderella 

- Freedom: for example, Snow White, Wawel Dragon 

- Justice: for example, Puss in Boots, Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk  

- Solidarity and mutual aid: for example, Snow White, The Little Match Girl 

- Good governance: for example, The Lord of the Rings, The Lion King 

 

Explain that fairy tales also express the human desire to overcome obstacles. 

 

Discuss with your students how the stories form part of our shared European culture. The 

values (equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, reciprocal aid and peace) found in the stories 

are the same as those on which the European Union is based. 

 

Indeed, one of the key motivations for founding the European Union was the desire to avoid 

future conflicts following the First and Second World Wars. Explain to your students that 

there have been no conflicts between EU countries since the founding of the EU, and that this 

has enabled European nations to develop and prosper. 



 

3. European values 

 

Discuss what is important in order to live together harmoniously, whether at home, in the 

classroom, at school or on a larger scale – in your town, country and across Europe. This is a 

good opportunity to write down some key values on large pieces of paper that can then be 

displayed in the classroom. 

Now ask the students to provide examples illustrating these values from fairy tales and 

children’s books. Children’s books tend to refer to important values that exist across different 

cultures and societies. You should also point out that numerous animated films are based on 

ancient fairy tales or European literature; for example, The Lion King is based on Hamlet by 

William Shakespeare, a leading English playwright. 

Ask your students what they consider to be the most important rules and values for ensuring 

the smooth functioning of a society. What is needed to construct a peaceful society in which 

everyone can live together in harmony? The students should write down their suggested rules 

and values then present them on the blackboard. 

 

You might then suggest that materialism cannot form the basis of a healthy society; societies 

need to be based on mutual respect between citizens. 

 

If you are working with very young students, you can write a simple keyword to be associated 

with each value on large sheets of paper. For older children, you might ask the class to 

provide examples of values and explain their meaning, drawing on stories and fairy tales. For 

example: 

 

- Equality: we all have equal rights 

- Freedom: people can only be happy if they are free 

- Peace and cooperation: cooperating rather than fighting 

 

And so on. 

 

4. Demonstration using puppets/toys      

 

Ask the children to show their favourite puppets/toys to their friends. If there is enough time, 

you might ask them to briefly introduce each puppet/toy (in pairs or small groups), giving 

his/her name and telling his/her story. 

Divide the children into teams of three to five (different groups from before). Ask them to 

write a short scene illustrating one or two of the rules/principles you have just discussed. 

Working together, the children produce a 2-3-minute scene using their puppets/toys: they 

must move the puppets/toys and explain some problems they are facing. If they wish to do so, 



they may also swap toys. The scene they create may be inspired by their own lives or by fairy 

tales, or it may be entirely invented. 

Each group should tell the class, either before or after the performance, which rules are 

illustrated by their scene. This will help the others to understand. 

Note: the exercise may be conducted in various ways. For example, students might use 

puppets or kamishibai. Depending on the timetable, you might organise a performance in 

class or in front of other classes, during which small groups will perform their scenes and 

explain the associated European values. 

o For 10-14-year-olds 

 

Duration: 60-90 minutes  

Equipment: board, board markers, paper and pencils 

 

This exercise is an opportunity to discuss the fundamental values that a society should uphold 

and defend. It will also allow your students to learn to distinguish between values and rules 

and to express and debate different opinions on social issues. 

Organisation: groups of 4-6 students depending on class size 

Scenario: you’re taking your holidays on a cruise ship. A major accident occurs and the boat 

sinks. You survive and manage to reach the nearest island with some other people. You are 

the only people on the island. 

Tasks: consider what kind of society you would like to set up on your island, how it would be 

organised, what kind of lifestyle you would have and how you would ensure the society 

functions optimally. Which values do you think are most important? What about the other 

members of the group? What can you do to ensure your chosen values are respected? The 

rules you introduce in your society must be based on the system of values you have adopted. 

Write down the values and corresponding principles/rules on the board. 

Suggestion: if you think the distinction between values and principles/rules will be too 

difficult or too abstract for your students, skip this step. 

Example  

Values and rules  

- Value: freedom 

Rule: no censorship: we all have the right to freely express our opinions without other 

people preventing us from doing so, etc. 

 

- Value: a clean environment 

Rule: we don’t throw our litter on the ground but dispose of it appropriately. We 

recycle packaging, etc. 



Now hold a discussion with your students, encouraging them to think about these rules/values 

in the context of the real world: 

A representative of each group should present the values his/her group considers most 

important for the island. 

Questions for each group/the class 

Has your group managed to agree on all points? How might you overcome disagreements and 

conflicts? Which do you consider to be the most important needs of your new community? 

Are the rules you have introduced for your island inspired by those found in the real world, or 

have you invented new rules? 

- Compare the values that have come up in the exercise with those of your country’s 

constitution. The constitution might be read in order to find out what values it 

contains. 

- Next, the students should compare the values of their country’s constitution with 

European values (Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union) 

 

Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) 

 

The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, 

equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons 

belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in 

which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality 

between women and men prevail. 

 

Article 1 of the French Constitution of 1958 

France is an indivisible, secular, democratic and social republic. It guarantees the equality 

before the law of all its citizens, regardless of their origin, race or religion. It respects all 

religions. Its institutions are decentralised. 

The law promotes equal access for women and men both to elected political office and to 

positions of social and professional responsibility. 

 

Article 3 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia 

The highest values of the constitutional order of the Republic of Croatia and the basis for 

interpreting the constitution are: freedom, equality, ethnic and gender equality, the 

reinstatement of peace, social justice, and respect for human rights and immovable property, 

the protection of nature and the human environment, the rule of law and the presence of a 

multi-party, democratic political system.  

 

 



Article 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of Poland 

We, the Polish nation – all citizens of the Republic, both those who believe in God, the source 

of truth, justice, goodness and beauty, and those who do not share this faith and who draw 

these universal values from other sources, … 

 

Article 5 of the Constitution of Greece 

Everyone present on Greek territory enjoys absolute protection of their life, their honour, and 

their freedom, regardless of their nationality, race, language and religious and political 

views. Exceptions are granted only in cases set out under international law. 

 

Article 3 of the Constitution of the Italian Republic  

All citizens enjoy equal social dignity and are equal before the law, regardless of their sex, 

race, language, religion, political opinions and personal and social conditions. 

 

The Republic aims to eliminate obstacles of an economic and social nature that limit de facto 

the freedom and equality of citizens and impede the full development of each individual and 

the effective participation of each worker in the political, economic and social organisation of 

the country. 

 

 

Given that constitutions often contain complicated terms that may be difficult for primary 

school students to understand, it is important to explain any unknown or difficult terms such 

as ‘pluralism’ and ‘non-discrimination’. 

 

Activity 3: Listening to Ode to Joy 

In the second part of the session, you or a music teacher will introduce the children to 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony – the European anthem. The children will be given the 

opportunity to express their feelings and reactions. 

Listening 

First the children listen to the piece by Beethoven, paying attention to the feelings brought on 

by music. They should then discuss their reactions and emotions with the teacher. The teacher 

goes on to play some other works by Beethoven, pointing out that Ode to Joy’s motif returns 

in many of them. 

Next the teacher helps the children analyse the piece in more detail. He or she plays the theme 

on the piano first, then again using different tempos and instruments. It will be pointed out 

that the piece, just like European values, is universal, has survived through difficult times, and 

so on. In spite of conflict, disagreements and differences, the piece has resisted to this day, 

just as European values have held firm over the time. 



Finally, the teacher and pupils will discuss writing their own anthem. The students, their 

music teacher and possibly the city of Paris’s head music teacher will think about how best 

the children might go about writing the words to the anthem. For example, will the children’s 

anthem take the form of a hymn or a song? How long will it be? Will there be accompanying 

instruments? And what musical style (rock, reggae etc.) will be used? 

The theme of Ode to Joy: a form of obsession 

A powerful and universal motif seems to have taken possession of Ludwig van Beethoven at 

the beginning of the 19th century, a time when the composer was beginning to lose his 

hearing. The motif is found in several pieces, particularly from 1808 onwards – for example 

in the Choral Fantasy (Opus 80) and certain passages of his sonatas and chamber music. The 

same motif became the finale of his final symphony – Ode to Joy.  

In Ode to Joy the motif is brought out clearly by using different orchestrations and a changing 

harmonisation (for example, a subdominant instead of a dominant; a dominant instead of a 

tonic). 

The strength of this simple motif is that it ‘resists against’ every form of harmonisation. It 

might be said that the theme overcomes the laws of harmony in order to establish a truth via 

its own monody, which is universal and accessible to everyone. The predictable harmonic and 

rhythmic aspects of the piece (major tonality, slow marching rhythm) fill the listeners with 

positive feelings and a sense of unity. 

The theme has two distinct parts, arranged as follows: A A’ II: B A’ :II 

Part B does not have a moving harmony: the harmony and its prosody are both fixed. The 

harmonisation is: I V – V 6 
4 I V – V 6 4 I V 5 – III 6 5 barre I VI II 7 V - I 

Re-harmonisation is only possible for part A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 2: Writing Workshop 
 

Duration: 90-120 minutes 

Equipment: board, marker pens, paper and pencils 

Learning outcomes: 

- Improve writing skills  

- Boost creativity  

- Develop argumentation skills  

Documents: 

- Student’s Booklet 2 

Common Methodology 

o For 7-9-year-olds  

 

Begin with a brief reminder of the values considered in the previous session. Then:  

 

1. remind the students of the values they presented during their puppet performances. 

 

2. Provide a brief introduction to Ludwig Van Beethoven. Introduces his main works and 

the historical period in which he composed the Symphony. 

 

3. Play Symphony no 9 in D minor (op.125) – Ode to Joy. Describe its history and 

present the words that go with it. 

 

4. After listening to the Symphony, the students should share their thoughts on the music 

and text (speaking skills). They should then discuss the nature of the European Union, 

as well as the associated values, emotions and ideas. 

 

5. Provide a brief history of the poem Ode to Joy and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, as 

well of their use as the European anthem. 

 

6. Working in groups of 4-5, the students are given a section of the piece to which they 

should rewrite the words as they choose. 

 

7. Each group should present their section of the piece to the rest of the class so as to 

create a full song by combining the different parts. Help the students to choose which 

words to be used in which section. 

8. Arrange for the resulting anthem to be recorded prior to the main rehearsal in order to 

check everything is in order. 



Homework  

The following activities can be proposed as extras to be completed at home using online 

games and books/resources on the European Union. 

You might suggest some online games and reading material related to the European Union. 

You may also encourage the students to try out the special European Union website providing 

European Union-related educational games. 1 

o For 10-14-year-olds  

 

1. Remind the students of the values they discussed during ‘The Island’ exercise above. 

Split the class into small groups, each of which must choose one or two values; on the 

basis of these values they should write four lines of 15 syllables each on the topic of 

European integration or EU values. 

2. Provide a brief introduction to Ludwig Van Beethoven setting out his main works and 

the historical period in which he composed the Symphony.  

3. Have your students practice singing along to Ode to Joy. This will familiarise them 

with the piece before they create their own version. 

 

The melody contains four long musical phrases, each of 15 notes, with the exception of the 

third, which contain 17. The syllables/feet of the students’ lines must match these notes. 

As the phrases are long, we suggest systematically placing a caesura on the ninth note of each 

phrase. The caesura will make it much easier to write the song and manage breathing. It will 

also provide an orientation point with an accompanying rhyme. 

Examples: 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ A _ _ _ _ _ B 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ A _ _ _ _ _ B 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ D 

or 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ A _ _ _ _ _ B 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ B _ _ _ _ _ A 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D _ _ _ _ _ C 

 
1 https://europa.eu/learning-corner/lets-explore-europe_it 
 

https://europa.eu/learning-corner/lets-explore-europe_it


The music teacher should explain the rules of meter so that the students can make sure their 

words match the melody. The children must also make sure their words rhyme correctly. 

 

4. Give a brief history of Ode to Joy: why it was chosen as the European anthem and how 

it was composed. 

 

5. Working in groups of 4-5 (depending on class size), the students should take a section 

of the piece and write a text to go with it. The text should be based on the values 

chosen above.  

 

The work should proceed as follows: under your supervision the students write a couplet; 

once a phrase has been produced it should be sung by the children a cappella.  

Students can then continue to write other couplets or else spoken texts, depending on the 

class’s preference. 

They might choose to write a hymn or a song:  

• Hymn writing 

A hymn should focus on aspects related to peace, freedom, solidarity and fraternity in Europe. 

The students might initially brainstorm ideas related to these themes before writing the lines 

of the hymn, supervised by the teacher. 

• Song writing 

The anthem does not have a chorus. Usually songs without a chorus contain a recurrent word 

or group of words that often appear at the beginning of the song (as, for example, in ‘La mer’, 

‘Dans le port d’Amsterdam’ and ‘Avec le temps’). Such repetition is typical of song lyrics (it 

is not the case for hymns and poetry). 

It would also be possible to use the Ode as a chorus and to place spoken passages in between 

the repeated chorus. The Ode (chorus) would have an instrumental accompaniment or, for 

example, be accompanied by humming.  

A specific theme (peace, culture, solidarity etc.) and point of view must be chosen for the 

spoken section.  

For example, the theme of fraternity might be illustrated by the story of an animal that visits 

Europe and meets other animals there. 

Here are some thematic starting points: first names, names of cities, food, music, artists, 

sports people. This approach would require research and would be good opportunity to raise 

the children’s awareness of diversity in Europe. 



6. Each group should present its chosen values and ideas for the chorus/couplets. Once all 

the groups have presented their work, a vote will take place to decide which values will 

be used for the class’s song for example, freedom or equality may be chosen. 

 

7. The same groups of students should then write a couplet on the values chosen. For 

example, if freedom has been chosen then each group should write a couplet on the 

nature of freedom in the European Union.  

 

Note:  

Extra time may be required for writing the words, especially if you wish to have the students 

visit the EU’s special website offering Europe-themed educational games.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 https://europa.eu/learning-corner/quiz_en 
 

https://europa.eu/learning-corner/quiz_en


Session 3: Recording and Final Event 
 

Duration: 90-120 minutes 

Activity 1: Class rehearsal workshop 

 

Equipment required (unless working in a recording studio):  

- Microphone 

- Computer 

- Recording software  

- USB stick  

- CD  

Public performance: parents, members of the public etc. 

Equipment: stereo, printed words to song, Ode to Joy 

Guidelines 

- Begin with a vocal warmup exercise. 

 

- Advise your students on correct posture, stage behaviour and so on. 

 

- All the singers should read the words together without music, paying attention to the 

rhythm of each syllable. 

 

- Check for synchronisation. 

 

- Now rehearse with voices, music and movement. 

 

If you are not musically trained 

If there is no one to provide an instrumental accompaniment, the students should be divided 

into two groups – high and low voices. You may sing along with the students or else use a 

recording of the melody. Rather than working with musical notation, the students will learn 

the melody by repeating a single syllable (ta-ta-ta-ta...).  

If you are musically trained  

 

For the first hour, separate the students into five groups: two groups of singers (high and low 

voices) and three instrumental groups (instruments with a higher range, such as the violin and 



flute; instruments with a lower range, such as the cello and trombone, and accompanying 

instruments, such as guitars and rhythmic percussion instruments). Distribute sheet music. 

 

First read with the high-voiced students, using the names of the notes (solfège) and playing 

along on the piano. Then repeat with the low-voiced students. 

 

Next, the two singing groups should sing together, accompanied by the piano. 

 

All the singers should read the words together, paying attention to the rhythm of each syllable, 

as shown on the sheet music (using the rhythm of the melody). All the singers should then 

sing their melody accompanied by the piano. 

 

You might ask the accompanying musicians for specific advice on the music and its notation; 

this will enable you to practise in the classroom and perhaps to give the students some 

exercises to complete their work on the words. 

 

Now divide the students into their initial groups again. 

 

Position the higher voices at the front of the room on the left. The higher-range instruments 

should be positioned behind them. 

 

Position the low voices at the front of the room on the right. Any lower-range instruments 

should be placed behind them. 

 

At the back, in the centre of the room, should be those playing accompanying instruments. 

 

Those playing instruments should tune them, using the piano if necessary. They should play 

their parts together, like a small orchestra and choir. 

 

The students should correct any errors in terms of notes, rhythm, consistency of volume and 

so on. You should have them rehearse several times. Next, the choir and orchestra should sing 

and play together. If necessary, the students can also rehearse separately in groups – for 

example, the low voices can train with their accompanying instruments. This will help the 

students to distinguish the different parts and better understand their own role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2: Recording 

 

Professional option 

 

Now begins the culmination of the work carried out by your students over several months: the 

recording of their song. 

 

The recording of your Ode to Joy may be done in a professional recording studio. If you have 

worked with a music specialist when writing the Ode, make sure to invite him or her to the 

recording session to help you ensure the best possible arrangements. 

 

You and your music specialist may decide to record the students together or in groups; this 

will depend on the time you have at the studio and the equipment available. If you decide to 

record the students in groups, the groups should be prepared in advance. 

 

If some of your students can play musical instruments, you might add a musical 

accompaniment (piano, guitar, wind instruments) and perform the Ode in, for example, rap or 

reggae style. 

 

In order to simplify the recording process, you are advised to record the musical 

accompaniment in advance so your students can sing along to the recorded track on the big 

day. 

 

You can then copy the recording onto a USB stick or CD so that your students and their 

families/friends can keep a copy. You might hand out these copies at the final event – the 

performance at which your students will be singing their Ode to their friends and family. 

 

Minimalist option  

 

If you record your students’ Ode on your smart phone, make sure to do so indoors so as to 

avoid background noise such as the sound of traffic, wind, birds and so on. When recording 

indoors it is important to avoid echoes (for example, if the room is too empty or has too many 

smooth surfaces): a carpeted room may be best. Hold your smart phone in your hand 

throughout the recording so as to avoid any noise caused by the contact between the phone 

and table etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 3: Preparing the final event 

 

Organisation:  

- 9 May, if possible, or during the week so that both parents and children can be present 

- An auditorium for the performance, if possible 

 

Equipment: 

- CD or USB stick 

- Posters with the words to Ode to Joy 

- R-EU CONNECTED flyers and posters 

- Event flyers and posters 

      

Technical equipment:  

- Laptop computer  

- Video projectors  

- Microphones 

- Chairs  

- European flags 

- Sound system 

- Video camera  

- Camera  

- Pre-tuned instruments (optional) 

Event venue: 

The event may take place in the open air, a concert hall, a lecture theatre, a cultural centre or a 

recording studio. 

 

Final event 

You will need to contact the following people in order to organise the event:  

 

- Parents: in order to make sure parents can attend the event, we suggest you invite them 

directly by sending an invitation via, for example, the students’ homework diaries.  

 

- Speakers: two or three guest speakers will be required. They will be seated on the 

stage, will listen to the songs and will take questions from the audience and students. 

The guest speakers may belong to a European institution, a European organisation, a 

European NGO or a European media outlet. They should be experts who can answer 

audience questions. 

 

- Music teacher (optional): the presence of a music teacher could be particularly helpful, 

especially if he/she has worked with the students throughout the various sessions. 

He/she could also attend the event to help the students with their instruments. 

 

- Venue director: you should discuss the aims of the event with the venue director as far 

in advance as possible. He or she will be able to help you organise and prepare the 

auditorium, the sound system and the other equipment.  

 



Performance during the final event 

  

Guidelines 

 

- Begin with vocal warmup exercises.  

- Remind the students how they should behave on stage – posture, body language and so 

on. 

- Make sure all the students have learnt the words and music by heart before the big 

day. 

- Make sure everyone is synchronised.  

- Conduct an on-stage rehearsal with voices, music and choreography.  

      

Venue  

The event could be held in various places: in the open air, in a church, in a concert hall, a 

lecture hall or at a cultural centre. 

 

Activity 4 :Decoding Europe debate night (optional) 

 

The ‘Deciphering Europe: Facts and Misconceptions’ debate night aims to respond to 

citizens’ questions, criticisms and comments on the future of Europe. Europe is currently the 

object of legitimate democratic debate that is challenging the European project as a whole. 

However, it is important that debate be based on facts: European construction has fallen 

victim to numerous misconceptions that tend to generate rumours and inaccurate ideas.  

The event is designed to be fun and interactive. Using the website Sli.do, the audience will 

choose the topics to be addressed by the speakers by voting on their smartphones or tablets 

whether or not they agree with a statement such as, for example, ‘Prices have gone up since 

the euro was introduced’. The results will be posted live on a large screen, allowing the 

audience and speakers to know whether those in the room mostly agree or disagree with the 

statement. In this way the speakers will be able to provide targeted responses, and the 

audience will be directly involved in the debate. 

Other applications may also be used: kahoot, mentimeter, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 5: Evaluation 

<Date and venue> 

Did you enjoy this event? Give your rating on a scale of 1 to 5. 

1 

Not at all 

2  

Not much 

3  

Quite a bit 

4 

Yes 

5 

Very much 

 

How would you rate your knowledge of the European Union before taking part in this event? 

Rate your knowledge on a scale of 1 to 5. 

1 

Inexistent 

2  

Weak 

3  

Average 

4 

Good 

5 

Excellent 

 

Do you feel you have learnt something this evening?  

1 

Not at all 

2  

Not much 

3  

Quite a bit 

4 

A lot 

5 

A huge amount 

 

 



      

Performance 

 

 

1. Had you already heard Ode to Joy before this course?  

 

1 

Not at all 

2  

Not much 

3  

Quite a bit 

4 

Yes 

5 

Very much 

 

 

2. Did you like the words you used? 

 

1 

Not at all 

2  

Not much 

3  

Quite a bit 

4 

Yes 

5 

Very much 

 

 

3. Did you like your performance? 

1 

Not at all 

2  

Not much 

3  

Quite a bit 

4 

Yes 

5 

Very much 

 

 

Thank you! ☺ 

      

 

Part 2: Teaching material 

 



European construction timeline 

 

 

European construction timeline 

 

The idea of a union in Europe is far from new! As early as 1849 the French writer Victor 

Hugo suggested creating a ‘United States of Europe’. However, European leaders did not 

actually get going with European construction until after the Second World War. 

 

1945: End of the Second World War 

 

1950: The French Minister of Foreign Affairs Robert Schuman makes his Declaration in 

support of an economic union in Europe. He suggests the Union be constructed little by little, 

beginning with the economic sector of coal and steel.  

 

1951: The European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) is established in Europe. Coal and 

steel production is pooled. The choice of coal and steel was highly symbolic, since it was 

these that had been used to create weapons for the war. The aim was to prevent future wars by 

pooling the resources needed to bring them about. 

 

1957: The Treaty of Rome establishes a common market in Europe, enabling the six countries 

who have signed the Treaty to trade freely together. The first six countries to sign the Treaty 

are Germany, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Italy and the Netherlands. 

 

1979: In order to make the European Union more democratic, the European Parliament is now 

elected by all the citizens of the EU’s countries by universal direct suffrage.  

 

1981: Greece joins the EU. 

      

1985: The Schengen Agreements are signed. They will allow European citizens to travel all 

over Europe without barriers. 

 

1992: The Treaty of Maastricht establishes the single currency (the euro) and European 

citizenship. Thanks to European citizenship, European citizens can vote in European 

Parliament elections in any EU country, even if they are not nationals of that country. 

 

2002: The euro becomes the currency used in most EU countries (12 of the 15 members). 

 

2004: The European Union undergoes a major enlargement: 10 Central and Eastern European 

countries (CEEC) join in the same year. Bulgaria and Romania became members in 2005, and 

Croatia joined the EU in 2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



European symbols 

 

 

 

The European flag consists of 12 golden stars in a circle 

against a blue background. It represents solidarity and unity 

between the people of Europe. It was adopted for the first 

time in 1955 by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 

of Europe. In 1986 it became the symbol of the European 

Union. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

      

9 May: Europe Day 

On 9 May 1950 the French Minister of Foreign Affairs Robert Schuman made a famous 

speech: the Schuman Declaration. In order to prevent another outbreak of war in the 

future, Schuman proposed pooling the coal and steel production of European countries. As 

a result, the countries involved became interdependent, since coal and steel were of great 

importance at the time. 9 May has since been named Europe Day in recognition of 

Schuman’s speech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The euro  

Europe has been the official 

currency of the European Union 

since 1 January 2002. Today 19 

of the 28 EU countries use the 

euro, forming what is referred to 

as the Eurozone. 



The European motto: ‘United in diversity’. 

 

This motto describes the European Union’s mission: to unite its Member States around ideals 

of peace and prosperity and to help every European country benefit from the continent’s rich 

variety of cultures, traditions and languages. 

 

 

 
 

History of Ode to Joy, the European anthem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is an anthem? 

Traditionally an anthem is a song that is sung to glorify a person 

or values that are considered to be of great importance. 

A national anthem is a song that rallies the citizens of a country 

around a set of shared values. 

The aim of the European anthem is therefore to communicate 

and pass on European values: peace, freedom and solidarity. On 

hearing the anthem, European citizens should feel united. 

The European anthem does not replace national anthems. Its 

aim is to celebrate the European Union's shared values. The anthem is 

played at official ceremonies involving the European Union. 



 

 

Who wrote the anthem? 

 

 

The author of the poem: Friedrich von Schiller (1759-1805) 

Schiller was a German poet, philosopher and historian. He wrote the poem 

Ode to Joy in 1785, at the age of 26. The poem describes Schiller’s 

carefree happiness following a difficult period in his life. It was an instant 

success in Germany, particularly among young people, for whom Schiller 

became a cult figure. 

      

      

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) and the Ninth Symphony 

Beethoven was a German composer. He began his career in 

Bonn, then moved to Vienna. He admired Schiller’s poem and 

shared its author’s love of freedom, justice and brotherhood. He 

therefore decided to compose a symphony based on it. The 

resulting symphony was Beethoven’s last: it was performed in 

1824, three years before his death. During his lifetime, 

Beethoven, who suffered from syphilis, gradually lost his hearing. 

When he wrote the Ninth Symphony he was already deaf. The 

symphony was a great success. It translates feelings of joy and 

brotherhood into music and expresses the idealist vision of 

Schiller’s poem. Beethoven had wanted to set Schiller’s poem to 

music for a long time. If we pay careful attention to the different 

musical themes contained in the Ninth Symphony, it is clear that 

Beethoven had worked on the Symphony for some 30 years! 

  

 

 

 

Adoption and adaptation of the anthem by the EU 

 

In 1972 the Council of Europe decided that the ideals of peace, 

brotherhood and solidarity expressed by Beethoven’s symphony 

matched the values pursued by the founders of the Council of 

Europe. As a result, the fourth movement of the Symphony was 

adopted as the European anthem. 

First, however, the words to the symphony were removed. This means that every country in 

Europe, regardless of language, can identify with the ideals and values expressed by the 

music. It is a way of respecting Europe’s different languages. 



 

      

Europe’s myth  

Europa was a princess living in the Kingdom of Phoenicia, which is located in modern day 

Lebanon, close to the city of Tyr. One day 

Jupiter (or Zeus) saw her picking flowers by 

the seashore with her friends. 

In order to seduce the Princess, Jupiter turned 

himself into a white bull and positioned 

himself at the head of a real flock of sheep 

moving towards Europa and her friends. 

Europa was fascinated by the beautiful, 

gentle animal. She patted him, put a crown 

on his head and finally climbed on his back. 

At this the bull leapt into the sea and swam to Crete (a Greek island), carrying Europa with 

him. Having reached the shore, Jupiter (or Zeus) revealed his true identity. He and Europa 

lived together and had three children – Minos (the future king of Crete), Rhadamanthus and 

Sarpedon. 
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